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CeMIKapakopcKoe FOpofuIle — KUPIUUHAs KPEINOCTh, KPyMHEIIasi Cpefn KUPIUUHBIX U KAMEHHBIX KpenocTeil Xa3apcKoro karaHaTta B 6acceiiHe
p- Hon, PocToBckast 06:1.

Ilepsble packonku kpenocty nposen aBTop B 1971-1974 rr. Kpenocts nioiaabto 4 ra COopy»KeHa o CXeMe «KBajipaT B KBajipaTe» U3 CbIPLOBOTO
KUPIIYa C oJiell 000KKEHHOr0, 6€3 yIIIOBLIX OalleH, HO C TPAHAUO3HBIM HOHKOHOM. OCHOBHOI 00EM KHUT'U OTBEJJCH CTPOUTENLHBIM MaTepuanaM 1
TeXHOJIOTUY KUPIMYHOTO CTPOUTENIBCTBA, METOANKE PACKOIOK CHIPLIOBBIX CTEH.

IMomnHoi HEOXKUAAHHOCTBIO CTATO OTKphITHEe B LluTafem ctpoenuit U3 000XCKEHHOro Kupnu4a. [171s1 KpoBJM NpUMeHeHa Yepenuila BU3aHTHIICKIX
THUIOB, aHAJIOTH KOTOPBIM aBTOP Hatuel B My3esix Kpbiva u Bonrapun.

Amnanmu3 cTpaTUrpacuu IpuBell K BbIBOAY O KPATKOBPEMEHHOM CYIECTBOBAHHUY KpenocTy. [Torn6ia npu mrypmMe; HalfieHbl OCTAaHKY yOUTBIX YKEHIIIIH
u fiereil. Psig JaHHBIX MO3BOJISIIOT CHHXPOHM3HMPOBaThH CeMMKapakopcKylo KpenocTh ¢ IlpaBoGepesknoil LIMMIISHCKOI M OTHECTH K JI0CAPKEJICKOMY
BpeMeHu, K koHiy VIII — camomy Hauany IX B.

CoBOKYNHOCTL (DaKTOB ¥ HAGIOAEHNI! IIPUBeia K BLIBOY O Ha3HaueHNN CeMUKapakopcKoil KPelocTH: CTaBKa Xa3apcKux karanos Ha Huokaem [Tony.

Beenenne CeMukapakopcKoil KPermocTH B HAayUHbII 0OOPOT MO3BOJISIET MEPEeCMOTPETh CYLIECTBYIOLINE MpeficTaBIeHys 00 yvacTus Busantun B
cpopmupoBannu xazapckoii poprucukanuy. Co Beeil OUeBHJHOCTLIO BCTaeT BOIPOC O ToM, uTo muccust [lerponst KamaTupa He Gblia eJUHCTBEHHOI.

17151 apXeoJI0roB, UICTOPUKOB, IPEeNofiaBaTeIell, CTYAEHTOB.

The Semikarakory hillfort is a brick fortress, the largest among the brick and stone fortresses of the Khazar Khaganate in the Don basin (Rostov
oblast).

The first excavations of the fortress were carried out by the author in 1971-1974. The fortress, with an area of 4 hectares, was built of mudbricks,
some of which were fired. It follows the “square in square” scheme without corner towers, but with a grand keep. The bulk of the book is concerned with
the building materials and brick-building technology, as well as the methodology for excavating mudbrick walls.

A complete surprise was the discovery of fired brick buildings in the Citadel. For the roof, Byzantine-type tiles were used; the author was able to find
analogous tiles in museums of Crimea and Bulgaria.

Stratigraphy analysis led to the conclusion that the fortress had a short life span. It was destroyed in an assault; the remains of violently killed women
and children were found. The existing evidence makes it possible to synchronize the Semikarakory fortress with the Right-Bank Tsimlyanskaya fortress
and attribute it to pre-Sarkel time, that is, late VIII to very early IX century.

The publication of findings from the Semikarakory fortress will finally remove it from the category of unexplored and will fill the gap in our know-
ledge about the formation of a fortress network throughout the Khazar Khaganate. The introduction of the Semikarakory fortress into research allows
us to reconsider the existing ideas about the role that Byzantium played in the build-up of Khazar fortifications. This clearly suggests that the mission of
Petronas Kamateros was not the only one.

This book will be of interest for archaeologists, historians, teachers and students.
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